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SSTL brings special plan for women

Gurgaon: Sistema Shyam TeleServices (SSTL) that operates
under the MTS brand has announced the launch of MTS Wom-
en MPowered Plan, offering benefits like special calling and
SMSrates, calling at negative balance and safety tips to women
customers.

According to Leonid Musatoy, chief marketing & sales offi-
cer; MTS India, “With the incidents of crime on therise against
women, thechallenge istocome up with innovationstocreate a
safer environment. This Women'’s Day, we are doing our bit by
launching MTS Women MPowered. ” T
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Sandeep Joshi

With women’s safety a ma-
jor concern today, a few
telecom companies have de-
veloped strategies to offer
help and woo women
customers.

Take the case of Sistema

Shyam _TeleServices Ltd
(SSTL) that gives service
under brand name MTS. It
has put in place a special vig-
ilance team to provide free
self defence classes to its
women customers in Delhi,
besides introducing a spe-
cial service to make women
aware about safety tips and
their rights. Interestingly, it
is also offering a free pepper
spray to women buying a
prepaid connection.

Stating that the new ini-
tiative has been specially de-
signed to provide women
customers a sense of safety,
MTS India Chief Marketing

& Sales Officer Leonid Musa-

tov said, “With incidents of

crime on the rise especially
against women, the challenge
is to come up with innova-
tions to create a safer envi-
ronment. This Women’s Day,
we are doing our bit by
launching ‘MTS Women
MPowered’. It includes a
range of special initiatives
aimed at empowering our
women customers. Starting
with Delhi, the plan is to roll
out this initiative in other cir-
cles over the next few
months.”

Similarly, leading mobile
player Vodafone has intro-
duced a pioneering concept
of retail store, managed and
run completely by women
employees. Called ‘Angel
Stores’, the store has the dis-
tinction of being the first-of-
its-kind retail outlet with on-
ly women staff members,
including security, pantry

DIALLING GENDER: Stores specifically for women are i

place. PHOTO: K.K. MUSTAFAH

staff, customer service re-
sources as well as manage-
ment level personnel.
Underlining the need to in-
troduce such a unique con-
cept, Vodafone India
Managing Director & CEO
Marten Pieters said, “We
strongly believe that eco-
nomic empowerment
women is a great building
block in social development.
It is part of our commitment

of

to provide our women em-
ployees with one of the most
secure and productive work
environment, besides encou-
raging diversity and inclusion
at workplace. Additionally,
women customers feel more
welcomed while visiting the
store. Going forward, we will
continue to expand its net-
work across more locations.”

Mr. Pieters further said
spread across 13 states, Voda-

Telecom
companies

offer

safety

solutions
to woo
women

customers

fone Angel Stores was now a
15-outlet strong network
with stores operating in
Mumbai, Delhi, Pune, Goa,
Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Shil-
long, Bhubaneshwar, Jaipur,
Agra, Mysore, Chennai, Luck-
now, Kolkata and Hyderabad,
thus providing a national
footprint. The 16" store
would be opening in Kerala
today on the occasion of In-
ternational Women'’s Day.
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PBD BUREAU
GURGAON, MARCH 7

SISTEMA Shyam
TeleServices Limited (SSTL)
that operates its telecom
services under the MTS
brand has announced the
launch of an innovative MTS
Women MPowered Plan.
This initiative has been
specially designed to pro-
vide MTS women customers
a sense of safety. Women
customers opting for this
special initiative will get ben-
efits like special calling and
SMS rates, calling 2at nega-
tive balance, safety tips and a
lot more. Women customers
buying a new MTS prepaid
connection will also get a
FREE pepper spray.
According to Leonid
Musatov, Chief Marketing &

Sales Officer, MTS India,
"With the incidents of crime
on the rise especially against
women; the challenge is to
come up with innovations to
create a safer environment.
This Women's Day, we are
doing our bit by launching
MTS Women MPowered.

It includes a range of
special initiatives aimed at
empowering our women
customers. Starting with
Delhi, the plan is to roll out
this initiative in other cir-
cles over the next few
months."

In addition to the bene-
fits like special calling and
SMS rates, calling at nega-
tive balance and safety tips
- MTS has also set up a
Vigilance Team that would
provide free self defense
classes to MTS Women cus-
tomers opting for this plan.
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SSTL sole bidder in round 2

New Delhi: The second round
of 2G spectrum auction for
CDMA services will start on
Monday and it may last justan
hour as Russian conglomerate
Sistema’s Indian unit Sistema
Shyam Teleservices (SSTL) is
the only bidder.

Auction rounds are sched-
uled to begin between 0900 hrs
and 1900 hrs Indian Standard
Time on Monday, according to
an official document. The gov-
ernment has put on the block
CDMA spectrum worth Rs 6,400
crore. According to provisions,
auction can extend beyond 60
minutes only if there are com-
peting bids and Monday’s auc-
tion could end as the shortest on-
line sale of radiowaves in terms
of time consumed.

The auction for 2G spectrum
for GSM players held in Novem-

ber last year was spread across
three days, fetching the govern-
ment Rs 9,407 crore. The CDMA
sale did not take place in Novem-
ber as there was no participant
due to thehigh cost. The govern-
menthassincereducedthespec-
trum base price by 50% but still
no company, except SSTL, has
shown any interest.

2G AUCTION

In 2010, spectrum auction for
3G services ended after 34 days
and 183 rounds of bidding. This
was followed by a 16-day-long
auction for wireless broadband
(BWA) spectrum. Auctionfor3G
and BWA spectrum had fetched
the government over Rs 1 lakh
crore. SSTL has deposited Rs
613.75 crore for the auction, ac-
cording to information dis-
closed by DoT. This makes the

company eligible to bid for a
minimumquantum of 2.5mega-
Hertz spectrum (two blocks of
1.25 MHzairwavesfrequency) in
11 circles.

The company has already
announced discontinuation of
services in 10 out of 22 telecom
circles — Assam, Andhra Pra-
desh, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir,
Madhya Pradesh, North East,
Orissaand Punjab.

It is a legal requirement for
SSTL to get spectrum through
auction if it wants to continue
its operations in 21 out of 22
telecom service area where its
permits were cancelled by the
Supreme Court in February
2012. The apex court judge-
ment, however, has no effect on
its permit to operate in Rajas-
than. acencies
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Sistema group
bounces back in
spectrum game

HT Correspondent

u [etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sistema Shyam Tele-
services Ltd (SSTL) on Monday
bounced back hy winning 2G spec-
trum for CDMA servicesin eight
circles. The company has to pay
2,013 erore as price for airwaves
overa period of 10 years beginning
March 2016.

Russian conglomerate Sistema's
Indian unit, SSTL, has brought
relief to about 15 million subscrib-
ersasthe company did not partici-
pate in the first round of auction
held in November saying that the
reserve price of 9,000 for 2.5 MHz
of CDMA spectrum was very high.

The company was issued
licences in 21 cireles in 2008. In
February 2012, the Supreme

Court ordered cancellation of

all the licences that were issued
during the regime of former com-
munications and I'T minister A
Raja. Later; the company stopped
providing services in 10 circles.

For second round of auction,
it filed applications for only 11
cireles. On Monday, it finally
dropped Maharashtra, Mumbai
and UP (East) circles.

R Chandrashekhay, secretary
of the department of telecommu-
nications (DoT) said that the auc-
tion ended in just three rounds.

“About 40% of the spectrum
that was put for auction has
been takenby the company,” said

ONE-HORSE RACE

= Sistema Shyam Tele-
services Ltd (SSTL) has won
spectrum in eight circles for
providing CDMA services.

= It was the sole bidder

= The company had bid
23,693 crore. However,
21,600 crore that it paid to
the government in 2008
will be adjusted against it
= SSTL will pay only
22,013 crore over a
period of 10 years
beginning 2016.

Chandrashekhar: “In value terms,
the value of the spectrum which
has been won is around 33,639
crore, which represents little over
56% of the value of spectrum put
for auction.”

The government will not get
any upfront payment as 31,626
crore will be adjusted against the
license fee SSTL paid in 2008.

SSTLs decision of not bidding
for all the 11 cireles for whichit had
filed applications will put further
pressure on the government’s aim
of earning through sale of spec-
trum. There were no takers for
spectrum in 1,800 MHz and 900
MHz band for this round of spec-
trum. The government could man-
age only about 39,400 erore during
first round of auctionin November:
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