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And the winner is...

And the winner is...

hillong band Pip of the Fourth

Mother lost out to Mumbai's

Aftertaste in the MTV & VHI
presents MTS Red Energy
Independence Rock-XX V1 final,
which took place over November
26-27 at Chitrakoot Gardens in
Mumbai. We caught up with the
boys at Tantra on Sunday at the gig

held in association with t2 —

where they plaved a live set
broadcast by MTV.

Pip's bass guitarist Dauni Laloo
didn’t seem too disappointed,
saying, "It was one of my best
experiences playing live”. On
winning, Michael Lee of Aftertaste
said, "The competition was very
tough as all the contenders gave
outstanding performances.” The
live show on Saturday also boasted

(Top) Krosswindz performs at Tantra on
Sunday (Picture by Sanjoy Chattopadhyaya);
(above) Aftertaste after winning the
contest in Mumbai

“exhilarating” performances
from national rock heroes
Demonic Resurrection and Split,
who played to an audience of over
6,000,

Closer home, the event at
Tantra saw Calcutta bands
Skinny Alley, Hip Pocket,
Cassini’s Division and .
Krosswindz belt out theirbest. N
One of the highlights was
Cassini's Division’s eclectic set,
whose sound went from REM
vocals to Ska riffs to East African
beats over the space of 45
minutes, Another standout
moment was Hip Pocket's cover of
The Who's Baba O'Riley, which
included a near-transcendent solo
from lead guitarist Sumith
Ramachandran. Finishing off the
evening were troubadours
Skinny Alley, who mixed ethereal
synths, sultry vocals and sturdy
drums with old-school rock ina
powerful performance steeped in
charisma.

The vibe at Tantra offered a
mellow decrescendo to the
excitement of the last few weeks.
Pip of the Fourth Mother made
the most of the festival’s last
night as drummer Ben Daniel
Ryngksai spoke enthusiastically
about the emerging music scene
in Shillong. Independence Rock
offers bands like these the chance
to shine on the national stage,
putting Northeast rock on the
map, Long may it continue.

Lara Choksey




