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ROCKING HARD NON-STOP

Escher’s Knot adjudged the winner of Bangalore zone of MTS Red Energy
Independence Rock XXVI

s Koot band

announced

scher
wis
as the
the Bangalore
cone of MTS Red Energy
Independence Rock XXV
I."J(l\llL’. rock bands llLl'
Theorized, 30 ton Capacity
Dark Project, Jekvll & Hyde,
Escher’s Knot, Allegro
Fudge, Clown with a Frown
and Parvaaz competed
against vach other at the
Bangalore Regional Finals
uf Independence Rock XXV
it Hard Rock Cafe. The win
ning band was selected by a
jury consisting, of Santosh
Gnankan aka, Saggy, RJ
and bass plaver of popular
lowal band, Retronome and
Ananth Menon, guitanist of
ace band, Galeej Gurus
Winning the Bangalore
round, Abijith Rao from
Escher’s Knot band said,
“It teels exciting 1o be a pant
of India’s biggest and old
est rock musie festival that
is 25 vears old, Our band
would hke to thank MTS,
MTV aned VH1 for giving us
an opportunity t showease
our talent. We luok forward
I @ tough

plav at the national finals

competition to

winner of

in Mumbai. For the pride
of Bangalore and all its rock
fans we will give it our best
performance.”

The stage is now set for
the winning band from
Mumbai to compete on
November 26 with Tespec-

tive regional winners from
Pune, Kolkata. Mumbai
and New Delbi, Aceording
to Suresh Kumar, Chief
Operating Officer. Knrmataka
and Andhra Pradesh Circle,
MTS India, "We at MTS
India feed proud to be asso

ciated with Independence
Rock. a platform that has
heen discovering talent for
25 vears now. This vear again
the competition has proved
10 be tough for the contex
tants. Our association with
Independence Rock s part

ol MTS Red Energy, which is
a platform designed to offer
talented and digitally active
voung people a great way to
leverage their online status
1o get real world benefits.”
I'alking about the final
contestants said Santosh
Gnankan aka Saggy. RJ il
hass plaver of popular local
band, Retronome said, “This
vear the event witnessed a

It feels exciting
to be a part of
India’s higgest
and oldest rock
music festival
that is twenty

five years old

- Abijith Rao,
Escher’s knot

77

huge number of entries from
rock bands and it was not an
casy job for us to choose the
bands for the national final
as each band was as good as
the other. 1 wish the winner
all the best for the finals.”

~ Express News Service
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WMusic sure
can rock

 BOOK LAUNCH
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17

~_ NARIMAN POINT

MTV & \'Hl brought their MTS Red Energy
Independence Rock XXWI to Kard Rock Café this
wenk, Neods o say, it was a highenargy event
and the participating bands were Judged
Santesh Gnankan, bass o
and Ananth Menon, gu y
Gurus, The band Escher's Knot was cho
Son winner and thay will now porto
All India National Final In Mmr...
November 26. Good luck, boys
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Christine and Abhijit '?ao Anshuman Mishra, Madhay and Manu Kr
Marine ishnan from Escher’s Knot

Stefan, Tania and Myke| lnl:on ‘ir_sllm Deepoak and Sashas
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MTS initiative for women

KOLKATA, 19 NOV: Sistema Shyam TeleServices
Limited (SSTL), which nationally operates its
telecom services under MTS brand, has launched
'MTS Saheli’ ~ an initiative to engage and connect
with female customers across West Bengal. The
initiative is aimed at providing a range of telecom
services to women customers right at their
doorstep. Mr Keshhav. Tiwary, chief operating officer,
-' Kolkata & West Bengal circle, MTS India, said: "MTS
Saheli, as the name suggests, aims to be a dear

friend and companion to our women customers and
make them feel special and privileged." sns
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Wild Play

CITY-BASED rock band Zepheroth was de-
clared as the wild card winner of the MTS
Red Energy Independence Rock XXVI, The
band will now compete with reglonal winner
bands - Pip of the Fourth Mother of Kolkata,
Aftertaste of Mumbai, Life of Pune, Arcane
Deception of New Delhi and Escher’s Knot
of Bengaluru at the National final at Chi-
trakoot Grounds in Mumbai on November
26. MTS rana Wild Card initiative for a
month starting from October 20, which saw
nomination from neatrly 50 bands. The win-
ner was selected basis their online activity
and engagement with rock music fans,
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MUSIC
BATTLE OF THE BANDS AND...

ents MTS Red Energy Independence Rock-XXVI. The Shillong trio Pip of the Fourth Mother were

selected from the Calcutta rounds, held in association with t2, to compete in the all-India finale.
The band impressed the judges with a combination of original material, magnetic stage presence and
inventive cover of When I Grow Up (The Pussycat Dolls).

Pip of the Fourth Mother (in picture) will compete against other regional winners from Mumbai, Delhi,
Pune and Bangalore. Also competing will be the wildcard entrant Zepheroth, a Pune-based band selected on
the strength of their following on social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter.

Asked how the Pip of the Fourth Mother is feeling in the run-up to the big night, lead singer and guitarist
Jason Manners said, “We're excited, but not nervous. What matters is making the crowd feel what we're feeling
through the music.” The band is looking forward to being back in Mumbai, and meeting fellow music-makers.

Showing the newbies how it's done, professional bands Parikrama, Demonic Resurrection and Split will per-
form live sets. Calcutta bands Skinny Alley, Cassini’s Division, Krosswindz and Hip Pocket will play at Tantra on
November 27 — also in association with t2 — as part of the celebrations. The Mumbai show will be broadcast
live by MTV and VHI. Stay tuned!

O November 26-27, Mumbai's Chitrakoot Gardens will host the grand finale of the MTV & VHI pres-

Lara Choksey




